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CHARLESTON MAIN STREETS HONORS YWCA CEO DEBBY WEINSTEIN AS
URBANITE OF THE YEAR, ANNOUNCES 2018 URBANITE AWARDS DATE &
LOCATION
Charleston, W.Va. (October 8, 2018) – Charleston Main Streets (CMS), the city’s urban economic
and community development agency focused on business growth of the East End and West Side, is
proud to announce the recipient of the 2018 CMS Urbanite of the Year award. Debby Weinstein, Chief
Executive Officer of YWCA Charleston, will be honored during the 2018 CMS Urbanite Awards on
Wednesday, November 14 at the Woman’s Club of Charleston.
“Each year, the Urbanite of the Year award goes to someone who has dedicated years toward
strengthening the urban core of our city through hard work, perseverance, and a passion for giving all
people the chance to enrich their lives and contribute to a stronger Charleston. Debby is a leader in our
community who embodies everything we as an organization strive to do to make a better Charleston for
all,” said Ric Cavender, Executive Director of CMS.
“Debby Weinstein has devoted her life to helping people and families in need. Her work for social justice
has been making Charleston a better place for over 20 years. Our Board and Urban Partners are proud
to recognize Debby’s enormous positive impact in our community,” said Dickinson Gould, Chairman of
the CMS Board.
“I’m honored to be recognized as Urbanite of the Year by Charleston Main Streets. Lifting up our urban
poor is an integral objective of YWCA Charleston – as we serve the same footprint as CMS, and extend
to rural Kanawha, Clay and Boone Counties. Our mission speaks exclusively to eliminating racism and
empowering women in order to promote peace, justice, freedom and dignity for all. How lucky was I to
(cont’d on next page)

find the YWCA in my 20s, working the graveyard shift at our domestic violence shelter in Charleston; and
its mission has become my life’s work! Now, more than ever, we need reasonable people to step up and
speak out to shift the paradigm to lift up women and minorities. If accepting this award can highlight that
need, what a powerful message we can send,” said Urbanite of the Year honoree Debby Weinstein.
As part of the YWCA’s mission, eliminating racism is a strong component of the work Debby, the Board,
and staff of the organization do every single day. Meshea Poore, co-chair of the YWCA Racial Justice
Committee said “Congratulations to Debby Weinstein on this amazing “Urbanite of the Year”
award! Debby’s commitment to the Kanawha Valley is something she does with a great sense of pride
and energy. Her passion for bettering our community can be felt by all who have come in contact with
her. We celebrate her for this special honor and thank her in advance for all future efforts that will help
make us a stronger and more united community.”
Debby will be honored at The 2018 Charleston Main Streets Urbanite Awards on Wednesday, November
14 at 6:00 PM at the Woman’s Club of Charleston located at 1600 Virginia Street East on Charleston’s
East End. Admission to the event is free, but CMS asks those who plan to attend to RSVP at
www.CWVMainStreets.org starting on Tuesday, October 9.
Local business owners, volunteers, developers, and civic leaders on the East End and West Side will
also be awarded in seven main categories leading up to the honorary segment of the evening featuring
Debby Weinstein. The categories are Rookie of the Year, The Game Changer Award, Employee of the
Year, The Urbaneer Award, Urban Artist, Urban Service, and Urban Leadership Awards.
About Charleston Main Streets

Charleston Main Streets is a centralized economic and community development 501 (c)(3) non-profit organization
focused on the continual revitalization of the East End and West Side of Charleston through business recruitment,
district marketing, and public space enhancements. CMS works with hundreds of partners, stakeholders, developers,
and investors to restore historic properties, recruit local business, attract and retain entrepreneurs to the region, and
market the districts through destination events and projects.
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